
  
 

Greetings to all friends of the College of Business and Public Affairs at Lander: 
 

The 2006-2007 academic year is nearing an end as Summer Session II ends in about three 
weeks. We can reflect on many positive accomplishments during the year. The year began 
in August with the arrival of new students and new faculty members. Dr. Karie Barbour, 
Ms. Amber Morgan, and Dr. Yvonne Combs began their Lander faculty positions with new 
ideas, and new personalities.  All have contributed much to our success during the year. 
 
Several faculty members brought papers to a successful conclusion during the year as Dr. 
Deborah, Natvig, Mr. Tim DuPont, Dr. Willis Lewis, Dr. Mike Shurden, Dr. Juan Santan-
dreu, Dr. Rosalind Paige, and Dr. Stephanie Smith all were notified of one or more paper 
acceptances for journal publication. Professor Sam Tolbert and the External Relations Com-
mittee have provided many positive opportunities for students through increased internship 
opportunities.  Dr. Stephanie Smith announced her retirement effective in May early in the 
school year. Most of the recent business alumni will remember Dr. Smith. We wish her 
many happy days as she enters the retiree phase of her life. A very nice reception was held in 

her honor late in the Spring Semester. We also wish to express thanks for the contribution of Jim Benton and 
Rosalind Paige to the business program. Both are leaving Lander for new opportunities beginning next aca-
demic year. We also highlight the selection of Dr. Willis Lewis for the Young Faculty Teaching Award for 
Lander University. 
 
We will be starting the last year of our AACSB-International Accreditation reaffirmation visit for the busi-
ness program during the Fall semester. Faculty members have been working hard to assure that our business 
program is aligned with the standards and we are ready to welcome this very important review of our busi-
ness program. 
 
The Political and Social Sciences faculty members have been challenged to develop assessment activities that 
support a high-quality program and they are making excellent strides. The numbers in those majors continue 
to climb and we are confident we have improved the program by outlining expectations more clearly and 
working with others  
to promote the majors. 
  
We have been supported by our alumni and friends during this academic year and we truly appreciate the 
new scholarships and internship opportunities that are available to our students. If you have the opportunity 
to assist us and wish to explore the options, please contact me. We will appreciate any assistance that you can 
give. 
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Royce Caines, 
Dean and 
Professor 

To make a monetary tax deductible contribution to the College of Business and Public Affairs, please make your check payable to  
“The Lander Foundation.”  You may send your contributions to : 

Office of University Advancement, Lander University, 320 Stanley Avenue, Greenwood, SC 29649-2099. 
All gifts to The Lander Foundation are used for the sole support of Lander University! 
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March 15, 2007 

Lander University students examine Char leston business culture 
 

 GREENWOOD---A group of Lander University business students recently traveled from campus to the South Carolina 

coastline for an opportunity to examine the corporate culture of one of the state’s largest cities. 

 The Lander University College of Business and Public Affairs (COBPA), in conjunction with Career Services, spon-

sored the COBPA Achievement Program trip, which was designed to expose students to the business environment and job oppor-

tunities available in Charleston. 

 The six students, who were selected for the all-expense paid trip by competing in the COBPA Achievement Program’s 

mock interviews with local business leaders, spent March 1-2 networking with Charleston’s top business men and women and 

gaining “real world”  experience to help them make career decisions. 

 While in Charleston, the group toured the Verizon Wireless Call Center, Commonwealth Financial Group, the South 

Carolina World Trade Center and Blackbaud. The companies represented the various sectors of the business industry and also 

gave students a glimpse at companies of different sizes, from 18 employees at Commonwealth Financial Group to more than 

1,100 employees at software giant Blackbaud.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Sophomore Chris Kirkland, of Greenwood, said the trip provided him with information on internships and entry-level 

career opportunities at each of the companies. With his interest in finance and accounting, Kirkland said the tour of Common-

wealth Financial was especially valuable. 

 “The trip provided me with an opportunity to pursue a summer internship with Commonwealth,”  Kirkland said. 

Amber Morgan, the COBPA Achievement Program adviser, said the trip gives the students firsthand experience they won’ t find 

in textbooks. 

 “This trip allows Lander students to apply what they’ re learning in the classroom,”  she said. “By seeing the various 

companies in action, they get a feel for what will be expected of them in their careers. The networking aspect of the trip is a tre-

mendous opportunity for these students.”  

 Students selected for the business trip included Kirkland, as well as: senior Jason Speake, Greenwood; junior Davinia 

Brown, Goose Creek; sophomore Tim Thomas, Greenwood; senior Megan Vaughan, Union; and senior Angela Sweat of Willis-

ton. 
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 Lander University’s College of Business and Public Affairs (COBPA) recently recognized more than 80 students who were named to the 

Dean’s List based on their fall 2006 academic achievements.  During the COBPA Honors Luncheon, the students were given Dean’s List certifi-

cates and congratulated by faculty and staff from the college’s Department of Business Administration and Department of Political and Social Sci-

ences. 

 To qualify for the Dean’s List, students must be enrolled in at least 12 hours of courses and have a grade point average of 3.5 or higher. 

“We are delighted to have such a large group of students earn a place on the Dean’s List, and it is an achievement that shows the result of the stu-

dents’  hard work,”  said Dr. Royce Caines, dean of the College of Business and Public Affairs. “They are examples of the type of students we desire 

to develop at Lander University.”  

 Also during the luncheon, faculty announced that COBPA students had received more than $21,000 in academic scholarships for the se-

mester. Nearly 40 students were inducted into honor societies at the event, including Beta Gamma Sigma, Pi Sigma Alpha and Alpha Kappa Delta, 

and 13 students received certificates for their participation in the college’s Adventure Achievers program.   

 

College of Business and Public Affairs students named to the Dean’s List are: 

Abbeville County: Jeromy Crocker and Ashley Loftis, both of Abbeville; and Kerri Lown of Due West 

Aiken County: Eric Muhlbaier of Aiken. 

Anderson County: William Gilstrap of Honea Path; Amanda Haynie, Jessica Holcombe, Lianne McCullough and Christopher Purdy, all of  

 Anderson; and James McAllister, Austin Stone and Sheena White, all of Belton. 

Barnwell County: Angela Sweat of Williston. 

Char leston County: Jesse Barbaro and Monique Manigault, both of Awendaw; and Jeremy Dixon and Michael Ricciardone, both of Mount  

 Pleasant. 

Greenwood County: Aaron Baugh, Hilary Brannock, Jasmine Brooks, Alexander Cooper, Jill Davis, Henry Grant, Anna Hall, Shelley Hazard, 

 Tracey Jordan, Christopher Kirkland, Julie Latham, Kayla Leopard, Kelly McCurry, Wendy Polk, Charles Scoggins, Erika Sineath,  

 Ashley Steifle, Keeya Stephens, Emily Temple, Hunter Thompson, Amanda Wilkie, and Brittany Wright, all of Greenwood; Jeffrey  

 Graham and Dominic Tarleton, both of Ninety Six; Sandy Garron of Hodges; and Lori McIntyre of Ware Shoals. 

Greenville County: Melissa Buck and Maija Hurst, both of Greenville; Virginia Moran, Jennifer Ogle, Tonya Pierce, Melissa Scarbrough and  

 Jon Templeton, all of Greer; Lynn Peelman, Dora Pratt, Amy Ryder and Melodie Watson, all of Simpsonville; and Jason Davis and  

 Brennan Propst, both of Fountain Inn. 

Horry County: Meagan Brown of Myrtle Beach. 

Laurens County: Lyndi Clayton, Andrew O’Dell and Abby Pitts, all of Laurens. 

Lexington County: Andrew Dudley and Margaret Marriott, both of Irmo; Heather Bishop of Lexington; and Donovan Shealy of Leesville. 

Newberry County: Dennis Fallaw and Magen Starnes, both of Chappells; and Matthew Moore of Newberry. 

Pickens County: Crystal Merritt of Easley; Terri Owens of Liberty; and Elizabeth Blackwell of Central. 

Richland County: Jared Altus and Terrell Turner, both of Columbia. 

Saluda County: Brad Bundrick and Victoria Hopkins, both of Saluda. 

Union County:  Megan Vaughan of Union. 

York County: Joseph Clark of York. 

 

 Also named to the Dean’s List were: Brian Coté of Conroe, Texas; Kerri Sorensen of Maple Grove, Minn.; Martyn Bell of Cleveland, 

England; Lovemore F. Chiutsi of Harare, Zimbabwe; Nicholas Cooke of Chesterfield, England; Stacey Copeland of Cheshire, England; Piers de 

Gruchy of Jersey, England; Guilherme Fonseca of Campinas, Brazil; and Sonja Mitrovic of Belgrade, Serbia. 
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Samuel H. Tolber t  
Inducted into Greenwood County Hall of Fame 

 
Samuel H. Tolbert was honored as the 40th inductee to the Greenwood County Hall of Fame at the Chamber’s Annual Meeting celebration held at 
the Finis Horne Arena on the Lander University Campus on January 11th. 
 
The Greenwood County Hall of Fame Award is the highest award that the Greenwood Area Chamber of Commerce can bestow on a citizen of 
Greenwood County. It is intended to recognize individuals who have made extraordinary contributions to the economic well-being and quality of 
life in Greenwood County, have led exemplary lives both socially and spiritually, and, through their careers, have brought recognition and honor to 
their community. 
 
Fred Latham, a former colleague of Tolbert’s, and Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of Self Regional Healthcare, presented the 
award, noting the many accomplishments of Tolbert, “ in particular noting his vision and leadership in creating the physician recruitment program at 
Self Regional Healthcare which he conceived, planned, and administered for a decade, resulting in over 100 new physicians who clearly enhanced 
the medical care in Greenwood.”  
 
Professionally, he spent twenty-five years in the health care field serving as the former vice president and administrative director of planning and 
marketing at the hospital.  He later transitioned to achieving his life long dream of teaching and has since been awarded tenure as an Associate Pro-
fessor at Lander University. 
 
As a civic leader, he served as chair of the Economic Development Alliance of Greenwood County for two terms and was instrumental in the reor-
ganization of the Alliance into the Partnership for a Greater Greenwood County while serving as Chair of the Founding Committee.  
He not only focused on economic development projects, but worked to enhance Greenwood’s cultural community.  He was a strong proponent and 
visionary for creating a home for the arts and cultural community. Today, the vision of the “Federal Building Project”  has been fulfilled, and the 
building is now home to the Arts Council.  
 
In service to his community, Tolbert has served as President of the Kiwanis Club of Greenwood and the Arts Council of Greenwood, Chairman of 
the Greenwood Community Theatre and the Greenwood Area Chamber of Commerce, and currently serves as a Board member of the Greenwood 
Family YMCA.  He has also been active in religious activities, serving as a former Board Chairman of his church, St. Mark United Methodist. 
 
Tolbert’s legacy of service continues.  Most recently, he and his wife, Margo, served as the 2006 Campaign Co-Chairs for United Way of Green-
wood and Abbeville Counties.  He also is a trustee of The Self Family Foundation. 
 
He has received numerous local and statewide awards, including being recognized by the Greenwood Rotary Club in 2005 with their Community 
Service Award for outstanding volunteer activities; recognized as a distinguished Lieutenant Governor by Kiwanis International for service in the 
Carolinas District; and also recognized as a South Carolina Economic Ambassador by the Governor in 1999. 
 
Tolbert graduated from Clemson University with Honors in 1973 and received his Masters Degree from Georgia Institute of Technology in 1975.  
He is also a Diplomat with the American College of Healthcare Executives and has achieved the status of a Certified Healthcare Executive. 
 
In accepting the award, Tolbert recognized his wife Margo and his children in attendance at the event. 
 
  
 
 

  
  
 
 

Mr. Sam Tolber t 
Associate Professor of Healthcare Management at Lander  University 

(Photo by Glenn M. Donaghy) 
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Willis Lewis 
Assistant Professor of Economics 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Lander University faculty member Dr. Willis Lewis finds teaching a challenge, especially since he teaches business statistics and princi-

ples of macroeconomics, two subjects that he said students are not fond of taking. But Lewis must be doing something right because he is the 2007 

recipient of Lander’s Young Faculty Teaching Award, which is presented for outstanding and effective teaching. 

 Asked how he feels about receiving the award, Lewis replied, “ It was kind of a shocker.”  While admitting the courses he teaches are not 

popular, he said he tries to reach his students by applying the subject matter to everyday situations. 

  Lewis, an assistant professor of economics, has been a member of the Lander faculty since 2004. He planned a career as a researcher, but 

while a graduate assistant at Clemson University, he had his first taste of teaching and found it exciting and challenging. 

 At Lander, he is able to combine classroom teaching with research on the subject of rural economic development. Lewis was born and 

raised in the small town of Sparta, Ga., accounting for his interest in rural economics. The youngest of seven children, Lewis has five sisters and a 

brother. 

 He is a cum laude graduate of Florida A & M University with a degree in agribusiness. He received a master’s in agricultural economics 

from Pennsylvania State University and a doctoral degree from Clemson. 

 His research experience includes four months of minority international training at Mekerere Medical School in Kampala, Uganda, in 

1999. He assisted on a project to determine financing opportunities among developing countries in eastern Africa to pay for AIDS testing, preven-

tion and treatment  

 Lewis has piled up frequent flyer miles traveling between South Carolina and Chicago where his wife, Erika Boone, a Ph.D. neuroscien-

tist, is enrolled in the University of Illinois at Chicago College of Medicine. After completing her program of study this summer, she and the cou-

ple’s 9-year-old son, Evan, will relocate to Greenwood. 

 In addition to his academic pursuits, Lewis is a competitive powerlifter with 13 years experience in the sport. Lewis stands 6’4”  tall and 

tips the scales at 258 pounds. In March, he won first place in his weight class and age group in a competition held in Greenville and sponsored by 

the American Powerlifting Association. He won the title with a dead lift of 620 pounds. He also squat lifted 570 pounds and bench pressed 425 

pounds.  

 Lewis finds time to train at least four days a week. He said lifting keeps him in shape, builds his strength and helps him deal with stress.     

 

  Lander ’s Young Faculty Teaching Award 

 

 



  Faculty Research and Scholar ly Activity  
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 Journal Publications by Department of Business Administration Faculty 

January — June 2007 

 
Journal of Promotional Management 
Educational Promotion Strategies: Brokering Culture Between Tourists and Tourist Destinations 
Author: Dr. Rosalind Paige 
 
Educational Gerontology: An International Journal 
Meeting Intergenerational Needs Through Service Learning  
Author: Dr. Deborah Natvig 
 
The Coastal Business Journal 
Marketing Orientation in a Dynamic Business Environment: The Case of Small Business 
Authors: Dr. Juan Santandreu, De. Michael Shurden, & Dr. Stephanie Smith 
 
The Journal of Educators Online 
Strategies to Engage Online Students and Reduce Attrition Rates 
Authors: Ms. Lorraine Angelino & Dr. Deborah Natvig 
 
Journal of Business Perspectives   
Business Survival in Tennessee: A Regional Analysis 
Authors: Dr. Willis Lewis, Dr. Ferdinand DiFurio, & Dr. Timothy Goode 
 
Palmetto Review 
Economic Literacy in South Carolina 
Authors: Mr. Tim DuPont & Dr. Deborah Natvig 
 

Faculty Development Grants 
 

The following faculty members were awarded Faculty Development Grants during spring semester 2007. The grants were used to 
offset research expenses and to attend conferences to present research and professional development projects. 
 
Ms. Amber Morgan  
Aligning Teaching Styles with Student Learning Styles: An Application of the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator  
Conference location: Greensboro, North Carolina – February 2007 
 
Dr. Deborah Natvig 
Distance Learning: How to Engage Students and Reduce Attrition Rates 
Conference location: Greensboro, North Carolina – February 2007 
 
Research funding: To purchase SPSS Software that will be used to analyze data. 
 
Dr. Rosalind Paige 
Marketing Strategies and Business Skills of Successful Micro-Entrepreneurs 
Conference location: Panama City, Florida – March 2007 
 
Dr. Juan Santandreu 
College Students and Internet Usage: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly  
Conference location: Las Vegas, Nevada – February 2007 
 
Dr. Michael Shurden 
Financial Literacy: The Stress Factor 
Conference location: Jacksonville, Florida – April 2007 
 
Dr. Uma Sridharan 
Foreign Capital Flow and the Indian Stock Market 
Conference location: Orlando, Florida – January 2007 
 

Lander Foundation Grants 
 

Dr. Willis Lewis as awarded a Lander Foundation Grant to support his research. The funds were used to purchase software to  
analyze data.     
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COBPA Faculty: 
 
Dr. Karie Barbour 
Economics 
864-388- 8392 
kbarbour@lander.edu 
 
Dr. James Benton  
Accounting/Bus. Law 
864-388-8302 
jbenton@lander.edu 
 
Dr. W. Royce Caines 
Dean of COBPA 
Economics 
864-388-8359 
rcaines@lander.edu 
 
Ms. Linda Carson 
Sociology 
864-388-8788 
lcarson@lander.edu 
 
Dr. Yvonne Combs 
Sociology 
864-388-8392 
ycombs@lander.edu 

Mr. Tim DuPont 
Information Systems 
864-388-8355 
tdupont@lander.edu 
 
Dr. Dan Harrison 
Sociology 
Chair, Public Affairs 
864-388-8779 
dharrison@lander.edu 
 
Mr. Jim Kier 
Political Science 
864-388-8775 
jkier@lander.edu 
 
Dr. Willis Lewis 
Economics 
864-388-8354 
wlewis@lander.edu 
 
Ms. Amber Morgan 
Economics 
864-388-8232 
amorgan@lander.edu 
 
Dr. Deborah Natvig 
Health Care Mgt   
Chair, Dept of Business 
864-388-8246 
dnatvig@lander.edu 

Dr. Rosalind Paige 
Marketing 
864-388-8131 
rpaige@lander.edu 
 
Dr. Kimberly Richburg 
Political Science 
864-388-8892 
krichburg@lander.edu 
 
Dr. Juan Santandreu 
Marketing 
864-388-8358 
jsantand@lander.edu 
 
Dr. Michael Shurden 
Management 
864-388-8703 
mshurden@lander.edu 
 
Dr. Stephanie Smith 
Management 
864-388-8753 
ssmith@lander.edu 
 
Dr. Uma Sridharan 
Finance 
864-388-8022 
usridhar@lander.edu 
 
 

Dr. Aron Tannenbaum 
Political Science 
864-388-8275 
atannenb@lander.edu 
 
Dr. C. Justice Tillman 
Management 
864-388-8401 
cjtillman@lander.edu 
 
Mr. Sam Tolbert 
Health Care Mgt. 
864-388-8220 
stolbert@lander.edu 
 
Dr. Meredith Uttley 
Anthropology/Sociology 
864-388-8796 
muttley@lander.edu 
 
Ms. Carol Wood 
Accounting 
864-388-8136 
cwood@lander.edu 
 
 
 

COBPA Staff: 
 
Ms. Colleen McGowan 
Student Services 
864-388-8322 
cmcgowan@lander.edu 
 
Ms. Lori McIntyre 
Administrative Specialist 
864-388-8224 
lmcintyre@lander.edu 
 
Ms. Joyce Shelton 
Administrative Assistant 
864-388-8232 
jshelton@lander.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information: 
Lori McIntyre 
Newsletter editor 
864-388-8224 
lmcintyre@lander.edu 

Contact Form 
 

Name:……………………………………….... 
Year of Graduation:...……………………….... 
Degree:……………………………………...... 
Current Address:……………………………... 
E-mail:……………………………………….. 
Profile of Job:………………………………... 
Personal Success and Accomplishments…….. 
……………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………….. 
Please send a business card attached to the form 

 


